Phlogacanthus curviflorus (Wall.) Nees var. menchanensis Barnali Dutta & S.K. Borthakur, var. nov.
( Fig. 1) . Diagnosis: Phlogacanthus curviflorus var. menchanensis is closely related to P. curviflorus var. curviflorus but can be distinguished from the latter by its smaller height, longer inflorescence, epicalyx number and absence of staminode.
Types Shrubs, 2-3 m tall. Stems woody and stout, glabrous, puberulous towards apex, nodes roughly pubescent, distance from the base of the inflorescence to the first node 4.5-5.0 cm, from first to second node 6.8 -7.0 cm, from second to third node 11.0 -11.7 cm. Leaves 25-36 × 15-19 cm, entire, elliptic-oblanceolate, apex acute to acuminate, narrowed at base, cuneate, dark green above and light green underneath, petiolate; petiole purplish green, 5-11 cm long; leaf blade with punctulate cystoliths on both surfaces, glabrous; primary veins more prominent on the abaxial surface; secondary veins 11-16 pairs, prominent on both the surfaces, subparallel forming 45º with 1º vein, 0.5-0.8 cm apart. Inflorescence mostly terminal but sometimes two smaller axillary inflorescences also arises from the base of the petiole, 23-25 cm long, densely pubescent. Flowers pedicellate, pedicel about 0.2 cm long; bract green in colour, linear, 0.4-0.5 cm long. Calyx 5-lobed, c. 0.5 cm long, dark red in colour, pubescent, linear; epicalyx 2, c. 0.4 cm long, dark red in colour, also present at the base of the inflorescence. Corolla bilabiate with glandular hairs, 2.7-2.8 cm long, tubular, dark red, upper lip 2-fids, lower lip deeply 3-fids. Stamens 2, inserted at the base of the tube; anthers 2-celled, glabrous, dorsifixed. Gynoecium 2.5-2.6 cm long; ovary green; stigma and style pink in colour. Capsule about 2.5 cm long, linear, elongate. Seeds many, compressed.
Flowering: December-February; fruiting: February-April.
Etymology:
The varietal epithet 'menchanensis' is based on the name of the collecting place Menchan gaon.
Distribution:
The new variety is distributed in Menchan gaon of Nagaon district and homesteads of Hollongapar, near Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary of Jorhat district.
Habitat: Roadside and as forest undergrowth between 72-100 m above sea level.
Notes: Phlogacanthus curviflorus var. menchanensis is morphologically close to its type P. curviflorus var. curviflorus by its distinctly terminal inflorescence and obovate leaves but differs mainly in terms of height of the plant, length of inflorescence, number of epicalyx, absence of staminode and colour of stigma and style. Table1 provides diagnostic morphological characters of Phlogacanthus curviflorus var. menchanensis, var. nov. and P. curviflorus var. curviflorus. Uses: The tender leaves and flowers of Phlogacanthus curviflorus var. menchanensis are cooked and eaten as vegetable. Many ethnic communities use the plant in the treatment of cold, fever and sore throat. Hot poultice is used to treat swellings and dark bruises. Basal portion of the stem yields a red dye used mainly for dyeing yarn but commonly cotton and eri silk yarn. Decoction of leaves is used to cure muscular pain. Its roots are used in the treatment of malaria.
